The majority of forest managers, informed policymakers, and educated members of the public agree that restoration of dry, fire-adapted forests of western North America is a critical ecological and social need. A large body of scientific research documents how forests that were once open and parklike have grown dense with small trees, resulting in significant increases in fire hazards and declines in ecological values.
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relatively late in the history of the United States. Good records-written and photographic-exist of their condition prior to alterations by novel land-use practices in the 19 th century. In addition, the region's dry climate has preserved a great deal of physical evidence-such as stumps, fallen logs, living trees, and soil phytoliths-that documents historical forest conditions (Covington 2003 , Fule et al. 1997 ).
The management techniques required to return contemporary forests to conditions similar to those of the past are also relatively well understood. More, of course, always remains to be learned, but the effects of the two most commonly implemented restoration treatments prescribed fire and mechanical thinning-have been heavily studied for years. Perhaps most important, restoration of these forests is quite consonant with human needs and desires. Unhealthy dry forests are prone to enormous and dangerous crown fires that are detrimental to both ecological and human values. Healthy ponderosa pine forests burn frequently, but they burn at a low level of intensity that typically does not threaten human lives or property or such ecological values as the healthy functioning of watersheds. In addition, research on aesthetic preferences has shown that people tend to like the open-structured, spacious appearance of ponderosa pine forests resembling those that preceded the Euro-American settlement of the West (Daniel and Boster 1976, Ulrich 1993) . This fortuitous coincidence means that managers of ponderosa pine forests can shape the landscape into what most people want to see even as they improve its ecological health. Managers of western landscapes with very different fire regimes, such as lodgepole pine (Pinus contorta Dougl. ex Loud) forests or California chaparral, are not so fortunate. In such places, where severe, standreplacing fires are naturally evolved, managers may need to make difficult choices between ecological integrity and public safety.
Despite the widely agreed-upon need for restoration, and despite the identification of enormous acreages of dry forest in need of restoration in the interior West (GAO 1999) , the pace of work done has been slow. Why is this? Some of the most significant reasons for that failure are matters of policy and economics. Studies have shown that investing relatively small amounts of money in restoration can avert the spending of much larger amounts of money on fire suppression (Romme et al. 2003 , Snider et al. 2003 . But the federal government, which manages most of these forests, has generally been loath to invest federal funding in the precautionary restoration of forests before they burn, and indeed has at times taken money from fuels reduction projects that might contribute toward restoration and used them for fire suppression (GAO 2004) .
